
Iowa Reading Research Center Advisory 

Meeting Notes 

 
 

Date: January 22, 2013 

Time: 9:00-2:30 

Location: Room A Department of Education 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  

Barbara Shafer, Barbara Ohlund, Charlie Bruner, Clark Goetz, David Tilly, Deb Hindman, Jason 

Ellingson, John Hosp, Kris Donnelly, Lea Davidson, Lindsay Grow, Michelle Hosp, Mike 

Beranek, Phill Wise, Ralph Reynolds, Rita Martens, Salli Forbes, Sara McInerny, Shari Kuehl, 

Tania Johnson, Thomas Mayes 

AGENDA ITEM:  Welcome 

Expected Outcome Lead 
Lea Davidson 
Iowa Department of Education 

 
 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

 

Notes: At 9:02 a.m., Lea Davidson opened with thanks to everyone for serving on the advisory 
committee and introduced Iowa Department of Education Assistant Director David Tilly and 
Interim Director of the Center, Sara McInerny. 

Davidson also thanked members for their involvement and talked about the origin of the 
committee.  

Davidson had each member introduced themselves and the organization they represented. 

 

AGENDA ITEM: Roles and Responsibilities 

Expected Outcome Lead 
David Tilly 
Iowa Department of Education 

 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

 

Notes: Tilly reviewed the roles and responsibilities that this group had created as well as 

addressing those outlined in SF 2284 and the /administrative rules chapter 61.  

 Serve as advisors to the Iowa Department of Education and the Director of the IRRC to 

bring the Center’s vision and mission to fruition.  

 

 Stay abreast of emerging trends, research, and effective literacy practices  

 



 Continually review the Center’s priorities and projects.  

 

 Address issues of duplication of effort across the state.  

 

 Assist the Director to review proposals for quality, viability, and impact.  

 

 Foster collaboration across the Iowa reading research and evaluation community and 

serve as a facilitator in identifying additional research needs and ways to apply research 

to practice in Iowa schools and communities.  

 

 Evaluate the effects of the various projects and activities of the Center. 

  

 Provide input to the host and the Iowa Department of Education on the performance 

evaluation of the Director. 

 

 Represent stakeholder voices and perspectives in the area of literacy.  

 

 

AGENDA ITEM: Review of IRRC priorities and a backward look at SF 2284 and the ICCR 

final report  

Expected Outcome Lead 
Sara McInerny 
Interim Director of the IRRC 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

 

Notes: McInerny reviewed each of the documents and Advisory members then provided input 

into the priorities for this year.  Responses were as follows: 
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AGENDA ITEM:  Needs Assessment 

Expected Outcome Lead 
Sara McInerny 
Interim Director of the IRRC 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

 

Notes: McInerny reviewed the draft of the Needs Assessment Proposal.  Advisory members 

added their thoughts as to items that needed to be included in the proposal.  Their ideas were 

as follows: 
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AGENDA ITEM:   

Expected Outcome Lead 
Michelle Hosp 
Consultant, Iowa Department 
of Education 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

Notes: Hosp reviewed the process that the Department of Education followed with the RFI and 

RFP to acquire reading assessments for Iowa schools.  She reviewed the rubric used and the 

Request for Information from Venders for a Universal Screening assessment, a progress 

monitoring assessment and the data tool to access the results.

AGENDA ITEM:  Summer School Sub committee 

Expected Outcome Lead 
Sara McInerny 
Interim Director of the IRRC 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

Notes: McInerny shared that Kris Donnelly will chair this group.  The scope of the work and 

deliverables were shared.  Advisory members were asked to submit names of persons to serve 

on this committee. 

AGENDA ITEM:  Job Search 

Expected Outcome Lead 
Sara McInerny 
Interim Director of the IRRC 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

Notes: McInerny shared a draft job description for the Director’s position.  Advisory members 

reviewed the job description and made the following comments: 

 
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AGENDA ITEM:  Additional members 

Expected Outcome Lead 
Sara McInerny 
Interim Director of the IRRC 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

Notes: Advisory members suggested that their be additional members added to the group.  

Suggestions were: 
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AGENDA ITEM:  Systemic changes needed in Literacy 

Expected Outcome Lead 
David Tilly 
Iowa Department of Education 

 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

Notes: Tilly asked the group to think about Literacy Needs in Iowa and to provide input.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  Review 



Expected Outcome Lead 
Sara McInerny 

Interim Director of the IRRC 

Follow Up 
 
 
 

Notes: Members brought up the idea that perhaps a Google site would assist with 

communications.  McInerny agreed to create a site. 

McInerny thanked members for their participation 

The meeting concluded at 2:30 

 

Next Meetings: 


