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Bloom'’s taxonomy is a hierarchical model that outlines six categories of learning and application skills
that progress from less to more complex. The skills at the top of the pyramid are often considered
“higher-order thinking skills,” meaning that they require higher levels of cognitive processing than the
skills on the lower levels of the pyramid. Both students and educators can make use of this chart. For
example, it may be used as a visual aid and supplement to explicit instruction in the generation of higher-
order questions.

Additional Resources

For more information on using Bloom's taxonomy to guide instruction in the creation of higher-order
questions, read our previous blog posts “Student Generation of Higher-Order Questions” and “Student
Classification of Questions: A First Step in Question Generation” by Leah Zimmerman, Ph.D.
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https://irrc.education.uiowa.edu/blog/2018/01/student-generation-higher-order-questions
https://irrc.education.uiowa.edu/blog/2017/12/student-classification-questions-first-step-question-generation
https://irrc.education.uiowa.edu/blog/2017/12/student-classification-questions-first-step-question-generation
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Bloom's Taxonomy

Produce new or original work
Design, assemile, construct, conjecture, develop, formulate, author, investigate

Justify a stand or decision
evaluate  wrwise. arve, derend juage, selest, suport, vatue, rtique, weigh

Draw connections among ideas
differentiate, organize, refate, compare, contrast, distinguish, examine,
experiment, question, test

Use information in new situations

execute, implement, solve, Use, demonstrate, interprel, operate,
schedule, sketch

Explain ideas or concepts

classity, describe, discuss, explain, identify, locate, recognize,
report, select, translate

Recall facts and basic concepts
 define, duplicate, list, memorize, repeat, state
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